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of the PSB to the WSC. ee the. proposed vegenda for the firet 
peoting ef, the PSB. ) 


2. I would appreciate: 4f. you vould let. me know if these ¥ 
are ‘the correct problems and comment in any other. way on the 
‘opeper’-redrafting it if you wish. Ihave &lwo dent copies © : 
- of this.to Mr. Dulles and Mr. Houston. Could I have your ae a 
fee gee -< peactions’by Tuesday, 29 May? a edger a ge 
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2 May 1951 


«The President's atrective of April b, 1951, establishing the 

2. The Bational Seeurity Act of. 1947, en eneniecd in 1949, states 
that "Zhe function of the Council (NSC) shall be to advise the Presifent 
with respect to...” hs Council shell also make certain "reccemenfa- 
tions” and “reports” to the President. - : 

3 The suggestion has been made that the NSC should formally adopt 
the President's directive of April 4 in order legally ani clearly to 
establish the NSC-PSB reletionship envisaged in thet directive. 

In view of the fact thet the NSC can merely “advise” the 

President and “mke recameniations,” vhich ere inoperative er 
by him, it ie apparent that the Council hes no decision-mking authority 
apart from the President (whether that authority is retained by the 
President personally or delegated to the MBC or to the individual 
members thereof). It does not appear necessary therefore for the HEC 
to confirm any directive of the President even where its om fiumetions 
are tavolved. 

kh. The question was aleo raised as to whether there might not be 
some conflict between the President's directive ant NEC 10/2. 

A large yart of the possible area of conflict was specifically 

Gealt with in the April & dtvoctive, which stated that "... the operational 
planning anf execution of /all activities (other than overt types of 
economic warfare) envisioned under BSC 59/1 and B3C 10/27 shall remain, 
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Se The FEB was ectablished ani derives ite suthority frm the 
Presttent, who has directed that ite reports be made to the WBC. It is 5 ag feeb 
presumed that tho PSB will operate independently of the MOC Senior Staff 
although informal liaison end coordination with that Staff would be 3 
very helpful, if not essential. a 

6. The relationship of the work of the P&B to that of the NSC will 
be of two kinds. First, the PSB will reech agreements on the solutioa 
of probleme within the field of their responsibilities, end, recognising 
probleme in that field on which they disegree or on which Presidential 
epproval ts required, PSB will refer them to the MBC. 

Second, the PSB will act on the basis of policies ané payers 

approved by the IC. Trey will seo that the paychologies] veapons at 
their disposal are employed to maximm effectiveness in pursuance of 
NBC policies. 


Bo 
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i. This ie in response to your request of 2% May 195) fer comments 
on your draft menorandua on the above subject. 


2. I suggest adding one additional problem to those whieh you have 
listed, This involves the question of guidance to OPC which, as you know, 
under HSC 10/2 is furnished by representatives of the Departaets of State 
and Defense, The PSE should clearly furnish this guidence on the more im- 
portent policy questions at such tize as the Boerd is set up to discharge 
this respomsibility. I assume thet appropriate provision for this ean be 
made through HSC actions. Such action should ‘be #0 bread as te elinin~ 
ate or completely supersede the provision for continued guidense ty State 
and Defense to OFC - es this is needed and has been most helpful in the - 
past. I feel that it would be well to have this question discussed aleng 


with the others uhich you referred to. 
‘3q Otherwise, your mencrantum appears to we to be sound end well, 
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